those on nerves and kidneys (F Rackow and J Anderson) have a more theoretical cast.
It is hard to fault this book. There are hardly any misprints. Perhaps, in the next edition, the specialists will consider giving more emphasis to differential diagnosisa suggestion made because these days complications so often lead to the recognition of diabetes itself. But this book can be heartily recommended to doctors everywhere who have responsibility for diabetics. W J H BUTTERFIELD Progress in Neurology and Psychiatry Volume XXIII edited by E A Spiegel MD Dr Med (Hon) pp x+629 240s New York: Grune & Stratton 1968 London: Heinemann Once more this astonishing compendium is here to help us, and the editor justifiably comments that 'the problem of keeping these yearly volumes within reasonable size without sacrificing as complete a survey as possible becomes increasingly difficult'. This one includes nearly six thousand abstracts, all organized into self-sufficient essays under subject headings; the basic sciences, the neurological and the psychiatric topics being about equally represented. What you want to find out about advances in such fields as alcoholism or group psychotherapy, otoneurology, or pediatric neurologyto pick at randomis here, indexed and easy to read, with full references. Because of its present importance and its growing literature, addiction might well have a chapter to itself. Most There are many books published these days which aim to keep surgeons and would-be surgeons abreast of advances. This small book succinctly, though in widely differing styles, offers a wide variety of important aspects of general surgery.
What might be termed basic science comes first and this is perhaps too brief, but the bibliography, as elsewhere in the volume, is comprehensive. Cardiovascular disease is dealt with extensively, and though much of it might be considered rather specialized, it will fill in the gaps which the FRCS candidate may well know exist in his training at this point.
The same might be said of the chapters dealing with pediatric and the rarer intestinal problems, but herein lies the value of this excellent small, if somewhat costly, book. Professor Louw has written extensively about the problem of Hirschsprung's disease. Those who deal with it realize that it still is a problem and not the cut and dried condition one is sometimes given to believe. He draws attention to the difficulties of diagnosis, the far from satisfactory results and, in particular, to subsequent and often fatal 'enterocolitis'.
The chapters towards the end of the book give excellent summaries of present thinking in a variety of common and difficult problems: haemorrhoids, colitis, and breast carcinoma; and also the less common but equally problematical carcinoids, pancreatitis and the Zollinger-Ellison syndrome.
Altogether Volume 3 is divided into sections on blood, connective tissue, synovial membrane and' muscle, and bone. The chapters on blood are mostly of direct medical concern and I found chapter 3 (biochemistry of erythrocytes) of particular value. Chapter 4 (biochemistry of leukocytes) is disappointing as it deals virtually only, though thoroughly, with enzymes in leukemic cells. This occurs throughout the series: a chapter title promises a review of a wide field, but the material is of much narrower interest. Chapters 7 and 8 on collagen deal mainly with structural biochemistry. Chapter 10 on muscular dystrophy is excellent. There is lack of balance in having forty pages on myasthenia gravis (chapter 11), whereas only thirty pages (chapter 13) are given to an incomplete survey of rarefying diseases of bone. One often wonders what the editors asked the contributors to provide, and how many chapters were returned for rewriting.
Volume 4 has sections on molecular genetics, and on immunology and transplantation. The chapters' on molecular genetics are generally of high standard, chapter 5 (human chromosomal abnormalities) being outstanding, though chapter 1 (molecular organization) is on ultrastructure and very specialized. Chapter 2, on general molecular biology, is too short and incomplete to cover the expected wide field satisfactorily. The second section follows the same pattern: the longer chapters, in particular chapter 10 on tissue transplantation, are excellent, whereas the shorter chapters (particularly chapter 6 on the reticuloendothelial system, and chapter 9 on autoimmune disease) tend to be disappointing.
One must consider to whom these books are directed. They are too selective for medical students, whilst for research workers there are already many critical modern reviews on most of the subjects included. Perhaps they are best used as sources of accurate information on fields of study peripheral to one's immediate interests, and as such should be purchased by libraries. But should books be written for libraries ? How this came about is delightfully described in the preface of this volume as follows: 'At the time of the Tenth International Congress for Microbiology in Moscow two years ago, a small revolutionary group of workers felt that the time was ripe for the International Virologists of the World to unite.' This conference, and indeed this volume, would appear to be the first fruits of this intellectual revolution.
The conference had 12 general sessions at which over 200 participants spoke; in addition there were a further 15 seminars, which attracted nearly the same number of speakers. This volume contains the abbreviated comments of all these contributors and as such is a remarkable piece of editing. The subject-matter ranges widely and includes topics such as viral structure, viral nucleic acids, replication of RNA and DNA viruses, viral genetics, antiviral chemotherapy, persistent virus infections, tumour virology and classification.
This book will enable virologists who were unable to attend this conference to get some idea of what went on and will perhaps tempt them to attend those planned for the future. It will also be a useful source of information on current work being carried out by many of their colleagues throughout the world. The reports are so brief that those requiring mnore detailed information will have to seek elsewhere, which will not be easy because of the absence of references.
Finally, it should be pointed out that the reports in this book are mainly concerned with the biological aspects of virology and are therefore unlikely to be of direct interest to clinicians. R B HEATH Essentials of Gastroenterology by J Ned Smithjr MD pp ix +326 illustrated 133s Saint Louis: C VMosby 1969 London: Henry Kimpton This book is intended as an introductory textbook in gastroenterology for medical students, but the author allows his enthusiasm and personal interest in the subject to distort the balance so that, on the one hand, he feels it necessary to explain that 'the cesophagus or gullet is the tube that conducts food from the throat to the stomach' and, on the other, to discuss such rarities as Barrett's syndrome, Chagas' disease, annular pancreas and Menetrier's syndrome. Comments such as 'two hospitals in this country are also known to be using this type of therapy' also seem out of place in such a book.
There are a number of points with which British readers will disagree. The treatment of gastric ulcer by milk drip is recommended but no mention is made of carbenoxolone nor the effects of abstention from smoking and bed-rest. Segmental ulcerative colitis is described but not ischmmic colitis. The blind loop syndrome is hardly discussed; admittedly this is a rarity, but it is worthy of a place in a students' textbook in view of the emphasis on the role of bowel bacteria in malabsorption.
The emphasis on the psychological aspects of gastroenterology is extremely valuable and the radiological illustrations are excellent. There is a very full bibliography. This book will be found stimulating by some but needs revision if it is to achieve its declared purpose.
T D KELLOCK Pye's Surgical Handicraft edited by James Kyle Mch FRCSI, FRCSEng FRCSEdin 19th ed pp xii+820 illustrated 65s Bristol: John Wright 1969 A lively octogenarian of 85 years, the 19th edition of Pye has been written by an international team under the editorship of Mr Kyle. For the latest appearance, it has reverted to a single volume rather than being split into two as in the last
